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August 25, 2020

Members of the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations, House Committee on Energy
and Technology, and Senate Committee on Finance:

With more than 130,000 members in Vermont, AARP Vermont strongly believes that
ubiquitous, affordable, and reliable high-speed internet access allows older persons to age
in place safely by providing access to telehealth, civic engagement, connections with friends
and family, entertainment, educational opportunities, and vital assistance programs. The
pandemic has underscored the unprecedented need for more immediate ways to connect
older persons to reach their loved ones and medical personnel during times of social
isolation.

The Vermont Department of Public Service has a crafted sensible proposal to boost the
capacity of the Communications Union Districts to improve high-speed internet access in
their communities. AARP Vermont supports community involvement in achieving
broadband deployment and we urge you to support the Governor’s proposal to allocate $2
million to the Department of Public Service for broadband infrastructure development in
Communications Union Districts.

Sincerely

7/

Greg Marchildon
State Director, AARP VT




